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Notes for researchers                                                    D60 
 

Other McPhee families 
 

November 2020 

www.christinaanddonaldmclean.com 
 

How you can use these notes 
• Too much detail?:  Read the summary first, to get the essence of what this is all about - rather than getting lost in 

the details in the body of these notes.  

• Research:  The notes are not in a narrative style because it is not intended for the general public.  This is for serious 
researchers.  There are standardized headings and dot-points that are a framework into which new details can be 
placed so the document can be occasionally updated.   

• Searching:  You can search this PDF document using Control/F, and then relevant key word. 

• Our other docs:  This is one of a series of research notes that are interconnected.  These can be found in the Small 
Print directory on the left of the homepage.  The notes that are most relevant to Christina’s forebears are:- 

                                C10 – ‘Setting the scene’:  Essential reading.   
                                D50 – ‘Christn McPhee’ 
                                D55 – ‘John McPhee & Christn Cameron’  

• Feedback:  Your corrections and comments will be welcomed - via ‘Contact us’ on the homepage. 

• Authors:  Compiled by Don Gordon, in collaboration with Lorna McLean.  Don and Lorna are Donald’s and Christina’s 
GGG-grandchildren. 

 

Summary 
  

We have been developing an understanding of the lives of Christina McPhee, her parents, siblings and grandparents.  
 
These notes are a place to preserve details which don’t yet easily fit into our family tree – so they can be found if they are 
later found to be relevant to our stories..   
 
Details have been gathered about early McPhee families around Lochaber – as well as those who migrated to Australia.  We 
have not yet gathered relevant details of the Camerons. 
  
Some possibilities are explored  of people of the generation of Christina McPhee’s parents in the hope that we might be able 
to find a link back to Christina.  This might be her uncles and aunts – and help identify her siblings and cousins, or others she 
grew up with.  We are recording these bits and pieces in this document in the hope that, with luck, we will eventually be able 
to join the dots for our family history. 

 
What were the Interconnections between the families?   
 
In Scotland:   

• There were certainly interactions, if not direct kinship, between three families in the first four decades of the 1700s 
– two McPhee families on the north shore of Loch Eil and our McLeans on the south shore.   

• The children were of similar ages within small communities of a few hundred people in proximity (although distances 
of a few miles would be more of an impediment than now days).   

• We can be confident that the two McPhee families were in close contact with each other – as cousins if not siblings.  
Jan Harper alluded to this, ‘There was at least one other McPhee family in Kinlochiel’ (Harper, p10). 

• Maybe there was less intermingling, but at least some contact, with the McLeans who were at Duisky – just 5 miles 
from Kinlochiel. 

 
 
 

http://www.christinaanddonaldmclean.com/


- D60 - Other McPhee families - discard - Page 2 of 15 
 

In Australia: 

• Apart from a Donald McPhee living in Strathalbyn, we have no indications of Australian contact between the various 
McPhee families and the McLeans.  

 
..ooOOoo.. 

 

DNA 
 

• Brad Michael Little has used BIG Y and Ytree tests to identify early connections between the McPhees and Camerons.  
Unforunately Little’s article did not specify particular individuals in Lochaber or thereabouts (appendix E). 

• Garnet MacPhee stated that “The ‘Glen Urquhart McPhee's’ have a unique DNA marker (SNP), A6607, and it 
distinguishes us from the ‘Lochaber McPhees’ that have a different marker, BY86810.” (Email from Garnet MacPhee 
(dhubsth@gmail.com) to Lorna McLean on 19th November 19, 2019) 

 
..ooOOoo.. 

 
Other migrants  
 
We do not know whether there are any connections with Christina McPhee with the following:- 

• Malcolm McPhee, aged 34, a farm servant, who arrived in South Australia in 1855 aboard the ship "Switzerland" 

• Munro McPhee, aged 50, a crofter, who arrived in South Australia in 1855 aboard the ship "Switzerland" 

• Colin McPhee, aged 38, a labourer, who arrived in South Australia in 1858 aboard the ship "Frenchman" 

• Margaret McPhee, aged 17, a domestic servant, who arrived in South Australia in 1858 aboard the "Frenchman" 

• Mary McPhee, aged 14, a domestic servant, who arrived in South Australia in 1858 aboard the ship "Frenchman" 
 
This list will not take us anywhere unless we can find out where they migrated from - hopefully from somewhere in 
Lochaber/Kilmallie/Crieff. 
 
The following six family groups might give us some clues.  Some of these families migrated to Australia but of course, our 
interest is in any of their ancestors in Scotland in the 1700s. 
 

..ooOOoo.. 
 

Family group A:  Jessie & Donald McPhee of Strathalbyn 
 

Sources:  Cyclopedia of South Australia, book 1 A-M  ……………………….&  Lorna’s photo of gravestone in Strathalbyn cemetery 
 
Transcription of Cyclopedia entry: 

• McPHEE Donald b:1832 Inverness Arl Sct d: 20.10.1892 bd: Strathalbyn SA arr: 1854 Joseph Rowan occ: 
Farmer res: Strathalbyn m: 9.7.1856 Wattle Flat SA Jessie nee CAMERON par: Ewan b c1835 d: 13.6.1890 
ch: Donald (1854-1944) 7 daus 

mailto:dhubsth@gmail.com
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• McPHEE Donald par: Donald and Jessie nee CAMERON b: 8.10.1857 Merino Vic d: 14.7.1944 Mt Gambier 
m: 15.5.1888 Mt Gambier SA Agnes PRATT par: Job and Eliz nee LESTER b: 13.2.1860 Grace SA d 12.6.1934 
Drik Drik Vic ch: Flora Francis Eliz Esther (1889-1891), Ellen Alice (1891-), Flora Eliz (1893-), Wm John (1896-
1890), Jessie Agnes (1897-1899)   
 

The details from the Cyclopedia and gravestone are reformatted as follows. 

• Donald McPHEE (snr) 

 Birth: 1832 in Inverness, Argyllshire, Scotland 

 Migration: 1854 in the ‘Joseph Rowan’ 

 Marriage: to Jessie CAMERON in Wattle Flat on 9th July 1856 

 Birth: c1835 

 Father: Ewan CAMERON 

 Death: 13th June 1890, buried in Strathalbyn 

 Children of Jessie and Donald (snr) 

 Seven daughters and one son, Donald (jnr) – see below 

 Occupation: Farmer 

 Residence: Strathalbyn SA 

 Death: 29th Oct 1892, buried in Strathalbyn 

• Donald McPHEE (jnr) 

 Birth: 8th Oct 1857 (or 1854) in Merino, Vic 

 Marriage: Agnes PRATT in Mt Gambier SA in 15th May 1888 

 Birth: 13th Feb 1860 in Grace SA 

 Parents: Job PRATT and Elizabeth, nee LESTER 

 Death: 12th June 1934 in Drik Drik Vic 

 Children of Agnes & Donald (jnr) – grandchildren of Jessie & Donald (snr) 

 Flora Francis Elizabeth Esther McPHEE (1889-1891) – 2 years old 

 Ellen Alice McPHEE (1891-??) 

 Flora Elizabeth McPHEE (1893-??) 

 William John McPHEE (1896-1890) – 4 years old 

 Jessie Agnes McPHEE (1897-1899) – 3 years old 

 Proximities 

 We need to do a map to show the relative locations of Strathalbyn, Wattle Flat, Mt 
Gambier, Grace, Drik Drik & Merino. [research:  Map needed] 

 Death: 14th July 1944 in Mt Gambier 
 

Comment: Could these Donald’s be related to ‘our’ Christina?  

• Birth date:  Christina was born 45 years before Donald (snr) - 1787 Vs 1832.  Donald (jnr)  was born in 
Merino Vic in 1857 or 1854 and would have been a teenager when Christina died in 1869. 

• Birthplace:  Christina was born Crieff.  Other members of her family were born in Lochaber, Glenorchy, 
Kilmallie & Urquhart.   Donald (snr) was born a long way away in Inverness 5 years before Christina migrated 
- and he migrated as a 23 year old, 7 years after Christina. 

• They were both buried in Strathalbyn – Christina in 1869 and Donald (snr) 1892 (23 years after Christina) 

• They probably never met because they probably never lived in Strathalbyn at the same time.  Christina was 
there from 1840 to 1869 but it is not clear when Donald lived there.  We know that he was married in 
Wattle Flat in 1856 and his son was born in Merino in 1854 or 1857 - but we don’t know when and where 
his 7 daughters were born.  It seems that the earliest that he might have settled in Strathalbyn was in the 
late 1850s – when he was in his late 20s and Christina was in her early 70s.  In this case their paths might 
have crossed because it was a small community - but not significant contact in view of their age difference.  
It is more likely that he moved there either just before Christina died or after she had died – maybe many 
years after she had died.   

• Were they related?  They are two generations apart.  So Donald (snr) might have been a grand-nephew – 
ie descendant of one of Christina’s brothers.  There would be many people with the surname of McPhee – 
and so there might not be a ‘useful’ relationship. We need more information (eg who his parents and 
grandparents were) - otherwise we can only guess.   

 
..ooOOoo.. 
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Family group B:  John McPhee of Lochaber & daughter Christina of Redfern 

• Source:  page 80 of Percival Conrad Mowle’s ‘Genealogical History of Pioneer Families of Australia – 1872 
to 1951’ 

• On 25th April 1889 at St Paul in Redfern Sydney, a Christina married Frederick xxxxx (he was born 26th Feb 
1846 and died 19th Aug 1928 at Narrandera NSW).  

• She was the youngest daughter of John McPhee of Lochaber, South Inverness.   

• Christina and Frederick had children. 

• She died on 16th May 1933. 

• Comment:  This Christina would have been born before 1870 and her father would have been born in the 
first half of the 1800s might have been born 7 or 8 decades after ‘our’ Christina.  She might have been born 
a little before ‘our’ Christina died.  Thus, there is a chance that her father (John) was the grandson of ‘our’ 
John oig McPhee – ie her father might have been a nephew of our ‘Christina’ – ie the son of one of 
Christina’s brothers.  This is all just guesswork as there were probably many people called John McPhee in 
Lochaber in those years. We have no indications that ‘our’ Christina had any contact with any distant 
relatives in NSW.  
 

..ooOOoo.. 
 

Family group C:  Lake King:  There is a McPhee family currently living in Lake King in the south west of Western Australia.  

• Source: mcpheesm@live.com.au –Suzy McPhee?? 
 

..ooOOoo.. 
 

Family group D:  Margaret & Ewen McPhee – per Sally’s website  

• Source:  Sally McPhee’s TNG website: fortunatusfamilia.com.au.  See appendix B & C. 

• The website is managed by Sally McPhee who is Ewen’s 4 X great granddaughter.  It is assumed that she 
lives in Australia because her parents were married in Toowoomba in 1956. Her website states that "I will 
try and answer short queries. However, if an individual is not on the site or I don't have details in the notes 
section then I can't help. However, I am always happy to compare research notes." 

• Names:  The website includes Ewen MacPhee which is a name suggested in the BRB – based on traditional 
naming patterns.  Ewen’s wife was Margaret – her surname is not known.  The BRB suggested that 
Christina’s mother might have been named Mary. 

• Birth date:  Ewen MacPhee and Margaret were both born about 1755, which would place them within the 
year range of Christina’s parents.  This year might have been calculated by Sally MacPhee, based on the 
fact that it was 23 years before the birth of their only known child, Alexander.  

• Birthplace:  Ewen and Margaret were born somewhere in Scotland.  This general location is not a lot of 
help to us, except that his son, Alexander, was born in Kilmallie in 1778 – and six of Alexander’s children 
were born in Kilmallie between the years 1808 and 1828.  Now Kilmallie is a large parish – with a small 
population widely spread, but mostly along the northern shores of Loch Eil.  This does not include Blaich 
and Duisky that are on the southern shores, but does include the area where Jan Harper’s McPhees came 
from.  (see below).  

• Siblings:  The website has Ewen & Margaret having only one child, Alexander, and nothing to indicate that 
they had a child named Christina.  This might not be conclusive because there are probably gaps in the 
records since it would be unusual for a fertile couple to have just one child in that era.   

• Comments: 

  Father:  The name, place and date for Ewen MacPhee indicate that he could be Christina’s father.   

 Mother:  It is possible that Margaret could be her mother.  The indication that the traditional 
naming pattern does not support this is no big deal.  

 Conclusion:  It is possible that Margaret & Ewen were Christina’s parents and Alexander was her 
brother - but we have nothing to confirm this = MAYBE.   

 At least, Christina she might have been their niece and thus Alexander would have been her first 
cousin and their children (ie children of Christina and Donald McLean) would have grown up 
knowing each other because they were of similar ages (born 1808-1828 Vs 1811-1836) and were 
living close by – across the narrow loch, within sight of each other.    

• Task:  Ask Sally for her ideas – after we have re-worked these notes. 

mailto:mcpheesm@live.com.au
http://fortunatusfamilia.com.au/getperson.php?personID=I00049&tree=tree1
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..ooOOoo.. 

 

Family group E:  Donald McPHEE & Mary, nee McKENZIE – Jan Harper’s book  

• Source:  Jan Harper compiled a wonderful family history - ‘The McPhee Family’, 1989, ISBN 0 7316 7278 X 

• A copy can be borrowed from xxxxxxlibraryxxxx 

• In 1989, Jan Harper, nee McPhee was living in 62 Relowe Cres, Box Hill North, Victoria. 

• Names:  The BRB suggested that Christina’s father would be Ewen MacPhee – this is based on traditional 
naming patterns.  In this case, the name Donald does not fit the pattern however the mother, Mary, is OK.  
Thus, as with Margaret & Ewen (see family group D, above), we have one of the parents (in this case, the 
mother Mary) with a name which complies to the traditional naming pattern. 

• Birth date:  The birth dates of Donald and Mary are not recorded in the book but based, on the fact that 
their children were born between the years 1778 and 1782, we can assume that the parents were born no 
later than 1760 and probably sometime in the two decades prior to this – ie 1740’s and 1750’s.  This is the 
expected generation or year range for parents of Christina. 

• Birth place:  No birth place is given for Donald and Mary but their first two children were born in Callert on 
Loch Leven (North Ballachulish) and the family later moved about 22 miles to Fassfern, which is on the 
north side of the Loch Eil, directly across from Duisky.   

• Siblings:  Jan’s book records that Donald and Mary had four children (ref: Harper p11 & p4 – see appendix 
D):- 

 Ann:  She was born in 1779. 

 Donald:  Born 1782  

 Charles:  Married Kath McMillan and they had 7 children -  four of whom migrated to Australia: 

 Alex:  born 1806 

 William:  born 1808 

 Donald:  born 1810, migrated to Australia, died 1892  

 Angus:  born 1814 

 Hugh:  born 1820, migrated to Australia 

 Jean:  born 1821, migrated to Australia 

 Ann:  born 1823, migrated to Australia, married Donald MacPhee (first cousin), died 1866  

 Duncan:  Born 1778 and died 1861 [research: Where?].  He was a crofter.  He married Mary 
Cameron who was born in 1781 and died 1842.  Like Charles and Kath, Duncan and Mary also had 
seven children and again, four of the seven children migrated to Australia.   

 Mary:  born 1807, married Duncan McVicar (shoemaker) and Mr Sinclair, migrated to 
Australia, died 1889 

 John:  born 1809, baker, married Mary MacColl, migrated to Australia, died 1877 

 Anne:  born 1810, married Malcolm Colquhoun 

 Duncan:  born 1811, ploughman 

 Donald:  born 1812, farmer, married Ann McPhee (1823-1866) (first cousin), migrated to 
Australia. 

 Flory:  born 1817, servant 

 Alexander (Sandy):  He was born in 15th Aug 1822.  He was an apprenticed baker in Fort 
William.  In 1849 he went to the Californian gold fields, then to the Victorian gold fields 
in 1852.  He was a baker and farmer in various locations over subsequent years.  On 19th 
July 1859, he married Elizabeth ROSS (1829-1908).  He died on 16th April 1910  

 There are no indications that they had a child called Christina but this but this might not 
be conclusive because there are probably gaps in the records.  

• Jan’s book focusses on Alexander who was her 3 X great grandfather.  Alexander McPhee’s parents were 
Duncan and Mary, nee Cameron.  He was born in 1822 and lived in Kinlocheil, which is on the western end 
of Loch Eil about 5 miles from Duisky.  He migrated to Victoria (via California) in 1852.    

• Comments:- 

 Names, year and place:  These all are compatible with what we know about Christina, but there 
is no direct evidence that Donald and Mary were her parents. 

 Conclusion = MAYBE 

 We could speculate whether this McPhee family knew the children of Christina and Donald 
McLean whose birth years ranged from 1811-1836 Vs 1806-1823 & 1807-1822.  It is likely that 
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they were in contact on the shores of Loch Eil.  However, we have not indications that any of 
them had contact with each other in Australia after many of them had migrated to different 
colonies.  For example, Alexander migrated to Victoria 15 years after the McLeans had migrated 
to South Australia. 

 
..ooOOoo.. 

 

Family group F:  Catherine MacPhee – crofter in Garvan in 1845 

• From Ardgour-MacLean paper – bundle 12, “Precognitions, Blaich, 8 July 1845, as to action of Suspension and 
Interdict between Catherine, daughter to Hugh Rankine, and widow to John MacPhee, outgoing tenant of No.4 Croft, 
Garvan, and Alexander Maclean of Ardgour and Duncan Cameron, incoming tenant, as to Estate Regulation outgoing 
tenant leave half of outgoing straw crop on the croft, with Copy letters from Messrs. Ferrier and Duff, W.S., 
Edinburgh, to James MacGregor, writer, Fort William, and to Alexander Maclean of Ardgour, 8 August 1845, as to 
Lord Robertson's Interlocutor in said case. With notes as to arrangements made when Garvan was crofted about 
1810.” 

• From Ardgour-MacLean papers – bundle 12, “Letter from Charles Spence, writer, 21 St. David Street, Edinburgh, to 
Alexander McLean of Ardgour, 14 August 1845, as to case of Widow Catherine McPhee, with allegations she had 
been refused use of barn to thresh her straw, and that estate regulations had not existed when she got possession 
of her croft.” 
 

• Comments:  xxxx 

• Conclusions:  xxxx 
 

..ooOOoo.. 
 

Family group G:  Donald McPhee (born 1792) & Catherine McPhee (born 1792) 

• 29th April 2020 - Rodney Jonasson - 
 

   
• I've matched DNA with a tree with McPhee ancestors in Argyllshire Scotland, in particular Donald McPhee 1792-

1870.   

• Parents noted as John and Catherine, with no evidence 

• He married Catherine McPhee also 1792-1870, parents Angus McPhee and Mary McMillan 

• Donald and Catherine and family migrated to NSW is Jan 1838, which is interesting 

• I have scanned the tree for any other possibilities as to the DNA match but this seems the only one 

• I've contacted the tree owner for further info, so will be in touch. 
 
Comments: 

• This family does not seem to be connected with the other families in this document. 
 

..ooOOoo.. 
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Appendix A 

 

Clan MacFie History 
source:  Gihttp://clanmacfie.co.uk/clanhome/clan_history.php 

 
 
Although its origins are obscure, Clan Macfie is acknowledged as one of the oldest Scottish Clans.  It has been claimed that 
the Clan originated in Ireland before becoming established in Scotland and this may well be the case.  Traditionally though, 
it’s homeland is held to be the islands of Colonsay and Oronsay of the west coast of Scotland.  A Clan presence in Lochaber, 
Galloway and on several other Hebridean islands is also evident from the earliest times. 
 
In keeping with the times, the early years of Clan history had their turbulent periods as well as those of stability and honour. 
The islands of Colonsay and Oronsay were visited by the Vikings during their domination of the Western Isles and used as a 
base for raids to the south.  There was Macfie contact with Iona in 1164 which no doubt led to the building of the Augustinian 
priory on Oronsay some 160 years later with a MacDuffie traditionally the Prior. 
 
Macfie of Colonsay was present at the Battle of Bannockburn in 1314 when Robert the Bruce defeated the English under 
Edward II.  The Macfie Chief was the hereditary Custodian of the Records of the MacDonald Lords of the Isles. In 1463 Macfie 
of Colonsay appears as a member of the Council of the Isles and in 1549 a successor is recorded as holding lands on Jura in 
addition to those on Colonsay. 
 
In 1531 Macfie of Colonsay was cited for treason, still being a supporter of the forfeited Lordship of the Isles. Clan clashes 
with the McLeans of Duart on Mull were frequent in the latter part of that century. In 1609 Macfie of Colonsay was one of a 
number of Hebridean Chiefs forced to sign the Statutes of Iona.  But in 1615 Malcolm, the last Macfie Chief, supported the 
uprising of Sir James MacDonald and thus started a chain of events which culminated in his murder in 1623 by his former 
colleague Col Kitto MacDonald. With the death of Malcolm, the Clan was dispossessed of its lands and dispersed as a broken 
clan. No line of succession from Chief Malcolm has been established. 
 
The Clan heartland then moved to Lochaber where many Macfies lived beside the Camerons.  A Macfie was one of two pipers 
at Glenfinnan when Bonnie Prince Charlie raised his banner there in 1745.  The following year many Clan members died on 
the right flank at Culloden fighting alongside the Camerons.  They share a common grave on that desolate moor. 
 
Clan fortunes waned and many members in Scotland and Ireland became caught up, either voluntarily or through 
compulsion, in the dispersal of the Scots to North America and later Australia and New Zealand. 
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Appendix B 
Family of Ewen McPhee (born 1755) in Kilmallie 

source: Sally McPhee’s TNG website: fortunatusfamilia.com.au 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  

http://fortunatusfamilia.com.au/getperson.php?personID=I00049&tree=tree1
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Appendix C 
Family of Alexander McPhee (born 1778) in Kilmallie 

source: Sally McPhee’s TNG website: fortunatusfamilia.com.au 
 

 
 

  

http://fortunatusfamilia.com.au/getperson.php?personID=I00049&tree=tree1
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Appendix D 
 Jan Harper’s McPhee family tree 

source:  Jan Harper, ‘The McPhee Family’, 1889, ISBN 0 7316 7278 X 
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Appendix E 
Cameron and McPhee Ancestral Analysis 

by Brad Michael Little 
‘The King’s Son (The Evidence)’, 3rd edition:  Appendix 3, pages 610 to 617  

www.the-kings-son.com 

 

 

http://www.the-kings-son.com/
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